The Portuguese, with plenty of Jews among them, spread out along
the coast and tried to make money with sugar and tobacco. For a
hundred years, the mother country was more interested in her far
richer East Indian possessions. Then, in the interior, gold and
diamonds were discovered; Portugal grew warmer.
Came the century of the bandeirantes; and the news that sugar,
a delicacy to sweeten the tables of all Europe, was more remunera-
tive than gold. The Indians, drafted to work the cane, made poor
slaves. With the active aid of the British (the greatest slave dealers
always), Negroes were brought across the narrow sea from Africa.
The Portuguese came without women; they took Indians and
Africans for their beds. When the Church told them they should
marry, they made wives of the children of those first guilty, but
blessed unions : the charming caboclas and mulattas. Sugar boomed,
The northern states grew rich. Bahia became the capital of a
plantation world far richer than our own South. But its greatest
wealth was its lack of strain between the races.
There were sporadic slave rebellions and Insurrections; in some
cases the runaway blacks even set up temporary "republics"
called quilombos} in the jungle or sertao. They were led usually by
black Moslem intellectuals, freed craftsmen of the cities. On the
big estates, there was peace: tenderness and organic functioning
between the casa grande of the master and the senzala of the servants.
Comparative lack of strain was the coefficient of the difference
from our own slave South. We too bred with the Negresses; but
fought the passion and ostracized its children. Hence fear, which is
the fruit of the denial of human feelings.
Fear marked the growth of our world, fear of different kinds,
- north and south. Want of fear marked the growth, through the
first three c-enturles, of Brazil's mixed population. Everybody took
It easy. There was food for every child; there was at least one woman
for every man. Of course, there was theft, there was cruel exploita-
tions there was murder: these at times are natural expressions.
There was no rape; almost no case of it Is known in Brazil's history.
And as revolutionary Ideas spread through the Americas from
France and England, the stress in Brazil was more on the Ideas
than on the revolution. Abortive rebellions, like the one in which
Tiradentes of Minas Geraes lost his life, and like the slave insur-
rections of Bahia and Pernambuco, were not serious. The north
coast colonies paid so well that the French and the Dutch grasped
at them. But Brazil by this time was already inhabited by Brazilians.
When they were pushed out of Pernambuco and Para, as one may
cut down the border of a forest, back they came. Nowhere could
1 Dutch or French or English retain a foothold against the imperious
human forest.
In Its slow way the human forest spread west; chiefly from Sao
Paulo and Minas Geraes. And from this near west, it followed the
great river, Sao Francisco, northward,, settling the sertao, which
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